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FROM THE ASIA-PACIFIC TO THE INDO-PACIFIC:

UNDERLYING TRENDS AND IMPLICATIONS

Since recently, we have been witnessing the
term “Indo-Pacific” being used more often
than “Asia-Pacific” in the context of global
affairs. Oftentimes this new tendency is
viewed as a result of recent shifts in the fo-
cus by the West in its engagement with the
countries of the Pacific region and Asia.
Generally speaking, the use of the new term
reflects the affirmation of a new common set
of principles and priorities in the policy of
the West in relation to the region. This con-
ceptual change, however, should be clarified
a little bit in order for us to understand a
wider context and its possible implications.
The Asia-Pacific and Indo-Pacific should
not be understood as two opposite concepts.
The two terms have been coexisting for
quite a long time and have even been used
interchangeably in many contexts. How-
ever, in the global context of the current
East-West relations paradigm, the termino-
logical switch from Asia-Pacific to Indo-Pa-
cific has gained a clear geopolitical mean-
ing. The process of shifting the focus of the
West from Asia-Pacific to India-Pacific has
been prompted in large by the decline of the
U.S.-China relations and attempts by the
U.S. to counterbalance China’s influence in
the region by favoring India’s more active
engagement in regional affairs.

On September 16, 2021, the European Par-
liament announced its vision for a new EU
strategy on China. Among other things, the
document mentions launching a new EU
strategy for cooperation in the Indo-Pacific,
which was largely in line with the scope of
the AUKUS security alliance created by the
U.S.,, UK, and Australia. The EU’s new
strategy on China seeks to boost economic
ties and address common challenges such as
climate change, biodiversity loss, and cop-
ing with the consequences of the corona-
virus pandemic. However, it explicitly puts
the Indo-Pacific in the agenda by launching
a new EU strategy for cooperation in this re-
gion. It is easy to note that in some points
the document is rather reprimanding regard-
ing some of the sensitive issues that are
highly sensitive for China, such as instance
human rights, Taiwan, and maritime border
disputes. At the same time, the new strategy
calls for China’s assistance in reinforcing
the respect of international trade rules,
fighting and adapting to climate change and
biodiversity loss, and boosting cooperation
on health care with least-developed coun-
tries.

It is rather symbolic that currently, we are
witnessing China’s economic decline when

the controversies accumulated between the
West and China reached the point where it
is not possible anymore for China to act
within its usual development paradigm
without significantly changing the current
system of international interactions. One of
the important reasons explaining China’s
economic rise over the last several decades
was the preferential treatment mandate that
it has been given by the West in the hopes
that this would contribute to the rising ri-
valry between the Soviet Union and China
in the 1960s strengthening the position of
the West. The UN resolution, passed on 25
October 1971, recognizing the People's Re-
public of China (PRC) as the only legitimate
representative of China to the United Na-
tions, and excluding Taiwan from the organ-
ization was a symbolic gesture that outlined
the stance of the West relative to China.
Hardly anything changed after the collapse
of the Soviet Union as China viewed eco-
nomic growth through integration into the
global market as an absolute priority and
stayed within “tolerable margins” of viola-
tions of the generally accepted rules of inter-
national economics such as intellectual
property infringement, unfair trade practices
through hidden currency interventions, etc.
China’s relative success in coping with the
Asian crisis of 1998 consolidated the posi-
tive image of China in western countries. In-
deed, China’s international economic mal-
practices were outweighed by astonishing
success in economic growth. Over the past
four decades, the GDP per capita in China
has grown on average 2.7 times faster than
the world average. It became known as "The
World's Factory" for the immense amount of
manufacturing capacity it has accumulated
mainly thanks to foreign direct investments.
Cheap labor costs and integration into
global markets have been the main drivers
of China’s economic growth.

However, China is approaching the limits of
its traditional drivers of economic growth. It
is an upper-middle-income country and
therefore it is not among the cheapest coun-
tries for production. Trade wars with the
U.S., restrictions of Hong Kong’s sover-
eignty, human rights issues, and deteriora-
tion of relations with the West pose invest-
ment risks that some investors may not be
willing to take, which contributes to capital
outflow from China. Deep structural re-
forms of the economy and governance with
reduction of state control over the economy
could potentially open prospects for further
economic growth. However, the rigidity of

the Chinese Communist Party under the
condition of rising confrontation with the
West gives no reason to expect major break-
throughs for China any time soon.

The gradual move from the Asia-Pacific to
Indo-Pacific scheme should not be under-
stood as a mere geographic shift of focus of
the West. By doing so, the West reinvigor-
ates its commitment to its fundamental set
of values in setting regional and interna-
tional cooperation frameworks. It is an at-
tempt to reiterate the priority of conformity
with international legal norms and general
ethical considerations. The message is not
limited to the ties between China and the
western world, but can also be extrapolated
to all relations of the West with other coun-
tries. Unlike China, India is the most popu-
lous democracy in the world. Therefore, on
some level of abstraction, the active at-
tempts of the West to support India as op-
posed to China in its cooperation in the Asia
and Pacific region can be viewed also as a
figurative act of highlighting and praising
democracy. In other words, the more active
advancement of the India Pacific region
should also be understood as a message that
western countries will stick to the norms of
international law and basic values recog-
nized and accepted by the vast majority of
the countries in the world, at least nomi-
nally.

The shift from the Asia-Pacific to the Indo-
Pacific vision by the west should be viewed
in a wider context of emerging global trends.
A more rigorous attitude of the West to
China’s adherence to international legal
norms and regulations will not only apply to
China but all countries intending to engage
in close cooperation schemes with the west-
ern world. Thus, legal, moral, and ethical
considerations are now becoming important
elements of international interaction. The
focus is being shifted from quantity and size
to quality of economic growth.

Another trend that is being set is the widen-
ing of the concept of the “West”. In a tradi-
tional geopolitical perception, this term ap-
plies to a more or less solid structure mainly
consisting of the U.S. and the EU. But the
growing interest of the West in the Pacific
region and the strategic alliance between the
U.S., UK, and Australia give reasons to ex-
pect a westernization of the region. Most
probably, the U.S. and the EU will move to-
wards establishing new cooperation
schemes with the Pacific region in which the
leading democracies of the regions such as
Australia, New Zealand, Japan, South Ko-
rea, and Taiwan will play the leading roles.
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Politics, Foreign Affairs, and Security

The First President of Kazakhstan Nursul-
tan Nazarbayev held meetin?s with partic-
ipants of the 2021 Astana Club, includin
ormer President of Turkey Abdullah Gul,
Ex-President of Slovenia and President of
Club de Madrid Danilo Turk, leader of the
Democratic Movement-United Georgia
Nino Burjanadze, and the Chairman of the
British Kazakh Society Rupert Goodman.
Nursultan Nazarbayev extended his grati-
tude for partlt:lﬁatlon in the work of the
Astana Club. The parties exchanged their
views on integration processes in the Eur-
asian continent (Kazinfrom, 17.11.2021).
The President of Russia Vladimir Putin
had a meeting with his Uzbek counterpart
Shavkat Mirziyoyev. Following the meet-
ing, the leaders made a joint statement re-
?ardlng coordination on international plat-
orms and internet governance. Vladimir
Putin and Shavkat Mirziyoyev see it as a
priority of international cooperation to de-
velop “under the UN auspices universal
norms, rules, and principles of responsible
behavior by countries in the cyber sphere.
The Presidents SIc?ned the bilateral agree-
ment in the field of international infor-
mation security (TASS, 19.11.2021).
The President of Moldova Maia Sandu had
a meeting with the Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs of Turkey, Mevlut Cavusoglu, who
was on a working visit to Chisinau. The
sides mainly discussed issues of strength-
ening bilateral cooperation, especially on
the commercial, economic, and invest-
ment dimension. During the discussion,
Minister Cavusoglu also stressed that Tur-
key fully supports Moldova's sovereignty
and territorial integrity. He also empha-
sized that the Gagauz Autonomous Re-
ion, which is an inseparable part of Mol-
ova, is a bridge of friendship that
strengthens relations between Turkey and
Moldova (Yenisafak.com, 18.11.2021)
The Minister of Defense of Turkey Hulusi
Akar met with his Mongolian counterpart
Gursediin Saikhanbayar in Ankara. Dur-
ing the meeting, the sides stressed the need
for more intense cooperation in the fields
of military education and the defense in-
dustry and the importance of cooperation
in the fight against the Fetullah Terrorist
Organization (FETO). The Ministers also
noted that there are strong historical and
cultural ties between Turkey and Mongo-
lia (News.mn, 18.11.2021).
Moscow hosted the meeting of the secre-
taries of the security counclils of the CIS
countries. The participants in the meeting
focused on threats to the security of the
CIS states emanating from the territory of
Afghanistan, issues of cooperation in the
field of migration, problems associated
with the development of biotechnology.
As a result of discussions, the participants
adopted a statement on the development
cooperation to establish transparent ad-
ministrative procedures necessary for the
entry, exit, location, and employment of
citizens in the territories of the CIS mem-
ber states (Avesta.tj, 18.11.2021).
Issues of cooperation between Iran and
Turk_e{_ln security, terrorism, and human
trafficking as well as in other global issues
based on deep-rooted relations were dis-
cussed during a joint press conference of
the Foreign Minister of Turkey Mevlut
Cavusoglu and his Iranian counterpart
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian in Tehran. The
sides agreed to prepare a roadmap for
long-term _cooperation between Turkey
and Iran. The Ministers also expressed in-
tentions to reach permanent peace and sta-
bility in Afghanistan (Dailysabah.com,
15.11.2021).

Economy, Finance, and Energy

During the United Nations Climate
Change Conference Conference (COP26)
held In Glaszqow throughout October 31-
November 12, 2021, representatives of the
Asian Development Bank stressed the im-
portance of joint climate action of the Cen-
tral Asian countries and announced their
intention to invest $100 billion in the de-
velopment of green projects in the region
in 2019-2030. This means that annual in-
vestment will amount to $8.8 billion. ADB
will spend 66 billion dollars out of $100
billion dollars on climate mitigation and
34 hillion dollars on adaptation strategies
(Qazaq TV, 17.11.2021).

According to the Ministry of Agriculture
of Kazakhstan, the farmers harvested 16.4
million tons of grain despite the unfavora-
ble weather conditions. The avera%e yield
amounted to 10.3 centners per hectare.
The harvested volume can satisfy both the
internal demand of the country and export.
The quality of the grain is at a high level
as more than 90.5 percent of wheat is clas-
sified in 1-3 grades. The harvested vol-
umes of rye, corn, legumes, and buck-
wheat grew significantly in 2021 (Qazaq
TV, 19.11.2021).

The Central Bank of Uzbekistan provided
updated statistics on the country’s foreign
exchange reserves. According fo the data,
the number reached $35.21 billion as of
November 1, 2021, with a monthly in-
crease of $797.1 million.. In October
2021, the physical volume of gold in re-
serves fell by 5.7 tons to 376.3 tons due to
the recovery of gold exports. However, the
value of ﬁold In_reserves increased by

$325.2 million to $21.67 billion due to the
growth of gold quotes (UzReport,
8.11.2021).

The Asian Development Bank continues
to provide financial assistance to Kyrgyz-
stan. Recently, the institution announced
its decision to allocate $1 million in tech-
nical assistance that would help Kyrgyz-
stan fully digitalize its national electronic
?rocurgment latform using advanced in-
ormation and communication technology.
The assistance will help upgrade the e-pro-
curement system used by all government
agencies and state-owned enterprises, re-
place paper-based operations, and transfer
more functions online (Kabar,
16.11.2021).

Deputy Minister of Industry and New
Technologies of Tajikistan Umed Sole-
hzoda and Deputy Minister of Industry
and Technology of Turkey Cetin Ali Don-
mez participated in a working meeting to
discuss issues related to the implementa-
tion of agreements reached at the 11th
meeting of the Tajikistan-Turkey joint
commission for trade and economic coop-
eration. The parties considered a wide
range of issues of comprehensive cooper-
ation. The officials noted the importance
of increasing bilateral trade up to $1 bil-
lion through joint projects (Asia-Plus,
18.11.2021()].

Turkey and Mongolia conducted the ninth
meeting of the Intergovernmental Trade
and Economic Commission in Ankara.
Representatives of the two countries dis-
cussed in detail the proposals to increase
trade and investments and expand cooper-
ation in the sectors of agriculture, tourism,
free zone management, and reached agree-
ments. Co-chairs of the commission, the
Minister of Defense of Mongolia
Gursediin Saikhanbayar and Turkish Min-
ister of Internal Affairs Suleyman Soylu
signed a protocol at the end of the meet-
ing (Montsame, 19.11.2021).

Society and Culture

The Turkish city of Bursa was declared the
Cultural Capital of the Turkic World in
2022. The decision was made at the 38th
Term Meeting of the Permanent Council
of International Organization of Turkic
Culture (TURKSOY), which held in
Khiva, Uzbekistan. In January 2022,
Bursa will receive the ministers of culture
of the TURKSOY member countries, who
will arrive to participate in the extraordi-
nary meeting of the Permanent Council of
TURKSOQY (Turksoy.org, 18.11.2021).
Brussels hosted “The Culture Days of
Khiva in Brussels” organized by TURK-
SOY. The event was held within this
framework to introduce Khiva, the Pearl of
Uzbekistan to citizens of Europe, which
took place right after the Summit of the
Organization of Turkic States held in Is-
tanbul on November 12, 2022. Prior to the
event held in Brussels, the delegation of
TURKSOY met with Ambassadors of
TURKSOY member countries and repre-
sentatives of various NGOs (Turksoy.org,
18.11.2021).

The Balkan Congress Center of the Thra-
cean University hosted the first concert
dedicated to the 700th anniversary of the
birthday of Yunus Emre and the 880th an-
niversary of the birthday of Nezami
Ganjavi. The event were organized in co-
operation with the TURKSQOY with the
Thracean University. The concert was pre-
ceded by the opening of an exhibition fea-
turing works of the Azerbaijani painter
Mikayil Abdullayev inspired by poems of
Nezami Ganjavi and Yunus Emre (Turk-
soy.org, 15.11.2021).

Uzbekistan is making progress in making
the internet more accessible and develop-
ing digitalization. Over the past few years,
the total length of fiber-optic lines across
the country has grown 4.5 times, and the
number of broadband ports has grown 3.5
times. The speed of the backbone network
at the interregional level has been in-
creased to 400 Ghit/s, and at the inter-dis-
trict level - up to 40 Gbit/s. This was dis-
cussed during a meeting of the members of
the Senate Committee of the Oliy Majlis
of Uzbekistan on Information Policy and
Ensuring Openness in State Bodies (Cen-
tralasia.news, 18.11.2021).

The South Korean humanitarian develop-
ment NGO Good Neighbors International
together with the Korean International Co-
operation Agency (KOICA) delivered hu-
manitarian aid to social institutions in the
city of Bishkek, Chui, Issyk Kul, Batken
and Talas regions of Kyrgyzstan. In total,
humanitarian aid in the form of food prod-
ucts was transferred to 1000 families from
vulnerable groups. Some 21 social institu-
tions (orphanages, rehabilitation centers
and shelters) also received food packages
in connection with the coronavirus pan-
demic (Kabar, 15.11.2021).

Kazakhstan, Russia and UAE signed a tri-
lateral agreement on a joint statement of
intent to modernize the Gagarin launch at
the Baikonur cosmodrome. The agreement
builds on the strong ties between all three
nations and creates a framework to estab-
lish closer cooperation in space-related
fields. The combination of expertise, expe-
rience, and shared resources is expected to
accelerate progress towards a more com-
petitive global space economy (Kazin-
form, 17.11.2021).
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