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THE ROOTS OF THE HUMANITARIAN CRISIS IN AFGHANISTAN

Since the Taliban took control of Afghan-
istan in August 2021, Afghanistan has
been plunged into the worst humanitarian
crisis it has ever suffered in the 21st cen-
tury. According to a recent statement by
Dr. Ramiz Alakbarov, UN Deputy Spe-
cial Representative for the Secretary-
General and Resident Coordinator, the
number of people suffering from acute
hunger rose from 14 million in July 2021
to 23 million in March 2022, making Af-
ghanistan the country with the highest
number of people in emergency food in-
security in the world. Nearly 95% of the
Afghan population to some extent is ex-
posed to malnourishment leading to im-
mediate or deferred health issues. 8.7 mil-
lion Afghans, including 3.5 million chil-
dren, are facing emergency levels of food
insecurity. The situation is further aggra-
vated by drought and the declining capa-
bilities of the public services to alleviate
the situation.

One of the reasons that led to such a se-
vere humanitarian catastrophe in Afghan-
istan is the collapse of the public service
that occurred after the withdrawal of
NATO troops from the country. Over the
last two decades, Afghanistan had been
highly dependent on foreign funds that
practically sustained many essentially im-
portant public services, including public
health. For instance, the previous U.S.-
backed government had relied on foreign
funds for around 75% of its public spend-
ing, and 80% of the state budget was
made of transfers from U.S. and other do-
nors. With the Taliban takeover of Af-
ghanistan in August 2021, these funds
were cut off. In addition, the administra-
tion of President Joe Biden took the deci-
sion to freeze Afghan government re-
serves kept in U.S. financial institutions.
Nearly $7 billion of Afghanistan reserves
are blocked in the U.S. due to the sanc-
tions against the Taliban, in spite of nu-
merous calls by the U.N. and different
charity institutions to unblock accounts.
Besides that, because of the distrustful
stance of the U.S. towards the Taliban-
ruled Afghanistan potential providers of
humanitarian aid to Afghanistan are often

unable to make financial transfers to Af-
ghanistan. The financial institutions,
through which the movement of assets is
carried out, often refuse to undertake op-
erations because of the risks associated
with the sanctions on the Taliban.

On the other hand, the Taliban govern-
ment does not seem to have taken steps to
gain international trust and legitimize its
rule. Since taking power, Taliban author-
ities have executed former government
officials, arbitrarily arrested activists and
journalists, and practiced widespread vio-
lations of women’s rights. In spite of in-
ternational pressure, Afghan authorities
continue gross systematic violations of
human rights and fall short of their com-
mitments. For instance, after taking over
Afghanistan in August 2021, the Taliban
practically banned secondary education
for girls. Although secondary schools re-
opened for girls in some provinces due to
strong community pressure, in March
2022 the Taliban announced that all girls'
high schools and those schools with fe-
male students above sixth grade would
stay closed until the next order. Shortly
after coming to power, the Taliban de
facto deprived women of their right to
work and disbanded the Ministry of
Women’s Affairs. Probably the most
alarming fact is that there is a notable sys-
tematic increase in basic human rights vi-
olations and abuse against Afghans since
the start of Taliban rule in the country.
Unfortunately, the further continuation of
these dynamics leaves less and less space
for at least some acceptance and consen-
sus between the Taliban and the western
world in general.

In the meantime, we can observe the Tal-
iban government being reluctant in seek-
ing resources for resolving acute humani-
tarian problems. For instance, since 2001,
the U.S. has provided military assistance
worth nearly $88 billion to Afghanistan.
Two-thirds of $88 billion were non-mate-
rial spending and nearly one-third went
toward material spending, including
nearly 600,000 small arms and their am-
munition. During 2017-2019, the U.S.
supplied the Afghan military forces with

7,000 machine guns, and more than
20,000 grenades. From 2019 to 2021
alone Afghanistan has received more than
18 million rounds of ammunition. Alt-
hough much of the equipment, aircraft,
vehicles, and weaponry were either pur-
posefully destroyed or removed from Af-
ghanistan before the withdrawal of the
U.S. and NATO allies, the Taliban ea-
gerly took over everything that was left.
The market value of all military equip-
ment and weaponry could be estimated at
hundreds of millions or even billions of
USD. However, we have not seen any se-
rious attempts by the Taliban to convert
excessive leftover weaponry into finan-
cial or other resources to cope with the
humanitarian catastrophe in the country.
This fact does not rule out that the Taliban
could generate extra revenues from sell-
ing surplus military equipment and spend
them on other purposes. Moreover, poor
control from the center in Kabul and the
possible division between the central
leadership and the military commanders
in peripheries might lead to the smuggling
of military equipment jeopardizing re-
gional security.

In general, we can summarize that there is
a diminishing likelihood for the common
grounds to be found between Taliban-
ruled Afghanistan and western countries.
Throughout the first eight months of gov-
ernance, the Taliban have shown their in-
difference toward the acute humanitarian
crisis and that their priorities of govern-
ance are not compatible with the basic re-
quirements set by the U.S. and other west-
ern countries. Therefore, the Taliban’s
loss of credibility and acceptance by the
western world and the global community
reduces the options available for the
transfer of humanitarian aid to Afghans
suffering from the worst humanitarian
crisis in their recent history. In this light,
we can expect that adjacent Central Asia
countries will play an increasingly im-
portant role as an area for the direct trans-
fer of humanitarian aid to Afghanistan. At
the same time, the exacerbating humani-
tarian crisis in Afghanistan should also be
viewed as a source of soaring risks for re-
gional security as well.
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Politics, Foreign Affairs, and Security

President of Kazakhstan Kassym-Jomart To-
kayev chaired a meeting on introducing
changes and additions to the Constitution.
The Working Group prepared necessary
changes developed by eminent legal scholars,
Human Rights Commissioner, Parliament
representatives and government bodies’ offi-
cials. The Head of State pointed to the im-
portance of including all the proposed initia-
tives aimed at the serious political transfor-
mation of the society in the prepared draft
changes and additions to the Constitution.
President Tokayev identifies this model as
the  Second Republic ~ (Kazinform,
22.04.2022).

Brussels is drawing up plans for the sixth
package of sanctions against Russia over its
invasion of Ukraine. The new package is set
to include a partial ban on Russian oil im-
ports, and may also target more Russian
banks by expelling them from the SWIFT in-
ternational payments system. In the previous
five packages, the EU has backed a ban on
coal and removed a number of Russian banks
from SWIFT in an effort to ratchet up eco-
nomic pressure on Moscow (Politico.eu,
22.04.2022).

Minister of Foreign Affairs of Kyrgyzstan
Ruslan Kazakbaev received Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of Tiirkiye to
the Kyrgyz Republic Ahmet Sadik Dogan.
The parties discussed the current agenda of
the Kyrgyz-Turkish strategic cooperation and
noted the current high level of the Kyrgyz-
Turkish political dialogue at all levels. The
sides also noted the importance of the ongo-
ing work of the Kyrgyz side in the framework
of developing cooperation in the Organiza-
tion of Turkic States and the Parliamentary
Assembly of Turkic Speaking Countries
(TurkPA) (Kabar, 19.04.2022).

President of Kyrgyzstan Sadyr Zhaparov vis-
ited Azerbaijan within the framework of the
official visit and had a meeting with the Pres-
ident of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev. The Presi-
dents signed a Memorandum on the establish-
ment of the Interstate Council on April 20.
According to the document, the two countries
will further deepen and expand bilateral co-
operation to bring partnerships to a qualita-
tively new level, in order to strengthen com-
prehensive cooperation in political and eco-
nomic areas (Kabar, 20.04.2022).

On April 22, Russia and its Central Asian
partners conducted the fifth meeting of the
Ministers of Foreign Affairs in the “Central
Asia— Russia” format was held via videocon-
ference. The agenda of the meeting were is-
sues of multilateral cooperation between the
parties, including mechanisms for maintain-
ing stability in Central Asia, countering ter-
rorist and extremist threats, and ensuring ac-
celerated economic growth and food security.
Representatives of the participating countries
outlined the current state of bilateral and mul-
tilateral cooperation and a vision of its expan-
sion (UzReport, 23.04.2022).

Japan and the U.S. agreed to hold the Reso-
lute Dragon exercises in Hokkaido this fall.
The two-week exercises are expected to in-
volve more than 4,000 personnel including
Japan's Ground Self-Defense Force and the
U.S. Marine Corps. One of the goals of the
exercises is to strengthen coordination with
the U.S. Marines' expeditionary advanced
base operations, which entail setting up close
to an enemy threat (Asia.nikkei.com,
24.04.2022).

Economy, Finance, and Energy

In 2021, Kazakhstan generated over four bil-
lion kilowatt-hours of electricity through re-
newable energy facilities. Around 1.8 billion
kWh of the energy came from wind, 1.6 bil-
lion kW from solar. In 2022, the output indi-
cators will be much higher due to the com-
missioning of 10 stations. Another 11 renew-
able energy facilities will start operating in
2023. Kazakhstan intends to increase the
share of renewables in the total energy sys-
tem to 6% by 2025 (Qazaq TV, 22.04.2022).

China launched a new railway route to Ger-
many through Kazakhstan, the Caspian Sea
and the Black Sea. The train will also pass
through Azerbaijan, Romania, Hungary, Slo-
vakia, and the Czech Republic. The total
length of the transit route is more than 11
thousand kilometers and the cargo will cover
this distance in 20 days. The new route opens
new transport and market opportunities for
Kazakhstan’s carriers. The first train with
sports goods, clothes and bedding departed
from the international port of Xi’an (Qazaq
TV, 22.04.2022).

According to the Ministry of Energy of Uz-
bekistan, during the first 3 months of 2022, 5
new thermal power plants with a total capac-
ity of 1.1 thousand MW have been put into
full operation in three regions of the country.
Turkish companies Aksa Enerji, Odas Enerji
CA, and Cengiz Enerji implement these pro-
jects, the value of which amounted to $705
million. In total, these 5 power plants will
generate 9.4 billion kWh of electricity annu-
ally (UzReport, 22.04.2022).

Turkmenistan adopted the Law on Accession
to the UN Convention on the Recognition and
Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral Awards.
Accession to the Convention will increase the
attractiveness of Turkmenistan for foreign in-
vestors. Turkmenistan also ratified the
Agreement establishing the International Is-
lamic Trade and Economic Finance Corpora-
tion, the UN Convention on Contracts for the
International Sale of Goods, as well as acces-
sion to the Framework Agreement on the Fa-
cilitation of Procedures for Cross-Border Pa-
perless Trade in the Asia-Pacific Region
(Orient, 19.04.2022).

Minister of Industry and New Technologies
of Tajikistan Sherali Kabir had an online
meeting with the Minister of Industry and
Mineral Resources of Saudi Arabia Bandar
Alkhorayef. The parties considered the possi-
bility of establishing a logistics hub to in-
crease bilateral trade. Kabir noted that Tajik-
istan has a high potential for the production
of mining, textile, food, and pharmaceutical
products. However, it is worth noting that the
bilateral trade between the two countries last
year amounted to $350 thousand (Asia-Plus,
19.04.2022).

Azerbaijan and Russia plan to strengthen bi-
lateral cooperation in food security issues.
Recently, Azerbaijan’s Food Safety Agency
and Russia’s Federal Service for Veterinary
and Phytosanitary Supervision had a meet-
ing, during which they agreed to hold consul-
tations on the creation of animal disease-free
zones, the organization of their diagnostics,
and veterinary control. Russia’s agriculture
watchdog Rosselkhoznadzor has fully lifted
the ban on tomato imports from Azerbaijan in
March 2022. Azerbaijan ranked first in sup-
plies of fresh and chilled tomatoes to Russia
(AzerNews, 20.04.2022).

Society and Culture

According to Tiirkiye’s Disaster and Emer-
gency Management Presidency (AFAD), Tii-
rkiye has sent two more trucks of humanitar-
ian aid to the Crimean Tatars in Ukraine. The
trucks were sent to Lviv, a city in western
Ukraine. In total, Tiirkiye has already sent 82
trucks of humanitarian aid and a mobile food
truck for the people of Ukraine under the co-
ordination of AFAD (Anadolu Agency,
21.04.2022).

The Senate of Kazakhstan ratified the agree-
ment between the government of Kazakhstan
and the Turkic Academy. This document reg-
ulates all the issues linked to the operation of
the academy on Kazakhstani soil. Once the
agreement is entered into force, local and for-
eign employees must obtain official accredi-
tation from the foreign ministry. Kazakhstan
will cover 44.5% of all the academy’s costs.
Turkiye covers the same amount of expendi-
tures in TURKSOY while Azerbaijan does
the same in TURKPA (Kz.kursiv.media,
21.04.2022).

According to the Agency on Statistics under
the President of the Republic of Tajikistan, in
the first quarter of 2022, Tajikistan received
humanitarian assistance for $52 million. This
is four times more than the cost of humanitar-
ian aid provided to Tajikistan in January-
March last year. Among the donor countries
in terms of the cost of aid, Japan (7.2% of the
total cost), India (4.8%), Uzbekistan (2.7%),
Russia (2.1%), Denmark (1.7%), Tiirkiye
(1%). Assistance from the remaining 36 do-
nor countries is less than 1% (ASIA-Plus,
18.04.2022).

The second meeting of the Commission on
Cooperation between the Senate of the Par-
liament of Kazakhstan and the Senate of the
Oliy Majlis of Uzbekistan was held in the
Aral district of the Kyzylorda region of Ka-
zakhstan. Members of the Government of
Kazakhstan and representatives of interna-
tional organizations also attended the event.
The key goal of the meeting was to strengthen
cooperation between Kazakhstan and Uzbek-
istan in resolving issues of restoring the Aral
Sea and protecting its  ecosystem
(Kz.undp.org, 22.04.2022).

The Ministry of Finance of Kyrgyzstan and
the World Bank signed a new financial agree-
ment to support the Climate Resilient Water
Services Project. This new project will en-
hance water service provision across multiple
water-using sectors in a sustainable and in-
clusive way, as well as promote integrated
water resources management. The direct ben-
eficiaries of the project are almost 110,000
people in rural and peri-urban communities
of Batken, Issyk-Kul, Jalal-Abad and Osh re-
gions of the country comprising farmers,
low-income households, women, and youth
(Worldbank.org, 19.04.2022).

The opening of the exhibition "My native
land, my Karakalpakstan" took place in the
halls of the Fine Arts Gallery of Uzbekistan
in Tashkent. Works of several generations of
artists of Karakalpakstan starting from the
mid-1950s including 240 works by 58 artists
of Karakalpakstan were presented at the ex-
hibition. The exhibition “My native land, my
Karakalpakstan” was meant to demonstrate
the diversity of Uzbek art (UzDaily,
21.04.2021).

EURASIAN RESEARCH INSTITUTE
Mametova 48, Almali, 050004,

Office: +7 (727) 279 97 94 Fax: +7 (727) 279 24 26
ayu.edu.tr - eurasian-research.org
info@eurasian-research.org

Almaty / KAZAKHSTAN

Prepared by

Zhengizkhan Zhanaltay and Kanat Makhanov




